
 

 

Procedural Guideline for Research Activities in Conservation Reserves 

 

Purpose 
To encourage contributions to the goal of Conservation Reserves by: 
 

 providing direction for research activities associated with conservation reserves; and 

 establishing a process for the review and approval of proposals by researchers, which could 
have an impact on the values protected by the conservation reserve. 

 

Definition 
Research means any investigation or study of the natural, cultural, social, economic, 
management or other features or characteristics of conservation reserves. 

 

Guidelines 
Research will be encouraged to provide a better understanding of the natural values protected 
by a conservation reserve and to advance their protection, planning and management.  The 
Statement of Conservation Interest will define, for each conservation reserve, the key research 
issues, set out the parameters within which research may occur and identify research needs.   

 

Applications and Approvals 
Researchers must apply in writing to the Area Supervisor for permission to conduct research.  
The request letter must contain a statement explaining why the proposed research should be 
undertaken in the particular conservation reserve in preference to another location.     
 
Proposals will be reviewed and approved by the Area Supervisor, guided by the Statement of 
Conservation Interest prepared for each reserve and using Guideline B – Land Uses – Test of 
Compatibility – Appendix 1.  Permission must be granted in writing, including any conditions to 
be met in conducting the research, prior to the undertaking of any research project.  

 

Applications should be submitted to: 

 

Sherry Pineo, Area Supervisor 

Aylmer District 

Ministry of Natural Resources 

615 John Street North 

Aylmer, ON N5H 2S8 
sherry.pineo@ontario.ca 

 

Terms and Conditions 
Permission to conduct research under this policy will be valid for a period of 12 consecutive 
months from date of issue.  Permission to continue a research project for additional periods of 
12 months or less may be granted upon submission of a written request and progress report.  
The Ministry may require the posting of collateral to assure that the terms and conditions of 
granting permission are met.   
The Area Supervisor may suspend or revoke permission at any time for failure on the part of 
the researcher to meet: 
 
1. The intent or conditions of this policy. 
2. The requirements under the Public Lands Act, including all amendments, where applicable. 
3. The requirements under any other Act or Regulations of Ontario or Canada, including those 
governing the taking, handling, storing, confining, fur harvesting, excavating and marketing any 
specimen, artifact, information or action (for example, scientific collector's permit). 
4. The conditions and agreements specified in granting permission. 
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Final Report 
The researcher will submit copies of reports, publications and theses following from the results 
of the project to the Area Supervisor. 

 

 


